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Deckard for his military service and for a job 
well done. Mr. Deckard and other veterans 
certainly have the undying gratitude of the 
United States of America.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
TELFAIR COUNTY LADY TRO-
JANS GIRLS SOFTBALL TEAM, 
1999 CLASS A STATE CHAMPIONS 

HON. SAXBY CHAMBLISS
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
congratulate the Lady Trojans Girls Softball 
Team of Telfair County High School in McRae, 
GA for recently capturing the Class A State 
Championship title in girls softball. This fine 
group of young women and their coaches from 
Georgia’s 8th district deserve great recognition 
for their hard work and success. 

This is not only a victory for these fine 
young women, but for their school as well, as 
it is the first State Championship for Telfair 
County in over 30 years and the first ever in 
softball. The Lady Trojans have won four 
straight area titles and have advanced to the 
playoffs three times in the last 4 years. 

I want to congratulate Telfair County Head 
Coach Colby Taylor, Coach Becky Hamilton, 
and Coach Randy Pope for their leadership 
and dedication to the team. Coaches spend 
every day of their lives building character, in-
tegrity, and determination in our young people 
and I want to commend each of them for their 
commitment and service. 

I also want to take this time to recognize the 
Lady Trojans individually. The 1999 players 
are Falon Wooten, Kamika Collins, Haley 
Clarke, Cameo Cooper, Karla Hamilton, Jodi 
Burress, Heather McGowan, Davitta Jones, 
Kaycee Pope, Judy McRae, Sam Wilmouth, 
Danyelle Williams, Melonie Wilcox, Latoria 
Mathis, and Paige Froug. This is an out-
standing group of athletes. 

Mr. Speaker, victory cannot be achieved 
without the hard work, talent, and persever-
ance of every single athlete and the strong 
leadership and direction of the coaches. The 
Lady Trojans truly are a team to be proud of, 
and it is an honor for me to represent Telfair 
County, GA in the People’s House. The Lady 
Trojans made history this year, and I look for-
ward to many more victories from this out-
standing team in the years to come.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RONNIE SHOWS
OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I was away from 
the floor of the House on Tuesday, November 
2, 1999, on official business and was unable 
to cast recorded votes on rollcalls 553, 554, 
555 and 556. 

Had I been present for rollcall 553, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ to suspend the rules and 
agree to H. Con. Res. 213, a concurrent reso-

lution encouraging the Secretary of Education 
to promote, and State and local educational 
agencies to incorporate in their education pro-
grams, financial literacy training. 

On rollcall 554, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ to 
suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 59, a 
resolution expressing the sense of the House 
of Representatives that the United States re-
mains committed to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO). 

On rollcall 555, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ to 
suspend the rules and pass H.R. 3164, a bill 
to provide for the imposition of economic 
sanctions on certain foreign persons engaging 
in, or otherwise involved in, international nar-
cotics trafficking. 

On rollcall 556, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ to 
suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 349, 
a resolution expressing the sense of the 
House of Representatives that the President 
should immediately transmit to Congress the 
President’s recommendations for emergency 
response actions, including appropriate off-
sets, to provide relief and assistance to the 
victims of Hurricane Floyd.
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COMMENDING ROBERT GRANATO 
FOR HIS SERVICE TO 
STONINGTON, CT 

HON. SAM GEJDENSON
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend Robert Granato for his years of 
service to citizens in Stonington, CT. Bob’s 
life-long dedication to public service is a model 
for all Americans. 

Bob Granato began serving his country and 
community in the Army during the Korean 
War. After graduating from Boston University, 
Bob began a career as a counselor at Thames 
Valley Technical College in Norwich, CT. Over 
the next two decades, Bob helped thousands 
of students of all ages to determine their ca-
reer path and to improve their skills in order to 
remain competitive in a changing economy. 

After his retirement in 1989, Bob was ap-
pointed to the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion in Stonington. For the next eight and one-
half years, Bob served the community as a 
member and Chairman of the Commission. 
During this period, he helped the community 
to address and, ultimately overcome, signifi-
cant economic changes which gripped all of 
southeastern Connecticut as the defense in-
dustry down-sized after the cold war. In a re-
cent article in the Westerly Sun, Bob spoke 
about the challenges and responsibilities asso-
ciated with leadership as Chairman of the 
Commission. He spoke of the mundane, but 
essential responsibility of maintaining order 
during a crowded hearing as well as the more 
weighty issue of bearing ultimate responsibility 
for the Commission’s decisions. Bob recog-
nized these responsibilities and confronted 
them head on. 

Over the years, Bob and his wife, Carol, 
have been strong supporters of the Pawcatuck 
Neighborhood Center, a multi-faceted social 
service agency that provides humanitarian 
services to residents of the region. This effort 

is another example of Bob’s commitment to 
the community. 

Mr. Speaker, Bob Granato is a public serv-
ant in every sense of the world. I know he will 
continue to serve long after his recent ‘‘retire-
ment.’’
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CONGRATULATING MAUDE HAR-
RIS, OF SIKESTON, MISSOURI, ON 
HER RECOGNITION BY THE 
‘‘DAUGHTERS OF SUNSET’’

HON. JO ANN EMERSON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, 
November 13, 1999, Maude Harris is being 
honored by the Sikeston, MO ‘‘Daughters of 
Sunset’’ at their 15th Annual Recognition Pro-
gram. I would like to extend my congratula-
tions to Maude who is being recognized on 
this day for her involvement in her community. 

Maude is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bankhead of Wyatt, MO. Maude has six broth-
ers and a sister. Maude attended Charleston 
Elementary School and graduated from 
Charleston High School. 

Maude’s educational achievements include 
a bachelors degree of science from Southeast 
Missouri State University in Cape Girardeau, 
MO as well as a master of arts in home eco-
nomics-option II (food and nutrition emphasis). 
Maude published her masters program thesis, 
‘‘Nutrition Practices of Rural Elderly Scott 
County African Americans in the Missouri 
Bootheel.’’

Maude is very active in her church, Corner-
stone Baptist, working as church announcer 
and chairperson of the Church Newsletter. Her 
community activities include memberships with 
Daughters of Sunset, Historian, Altrusa Inter-
national, Inc. of Sikeston—Astra Advisors, 
Sikeston Community Credit Union-supervisory 
chairperson, past Girl Scout leader of Troop 
158, board member of Regional Arthritis Cen-
ter at St. Francis Hospital and the Missouri 
Department of Health-Diabetes Control Project 
Advisory Committee, Bootheel Healthy Start 
Consortium Secretary, Southeast Missouri 
Cancer Control Coalition, past secretary and 
member of Southeastern Minority Health Alli-
ance, and is the current president of Scott 
County Interagency Council. 

Maude is employed with University Out-
reach and Extension as a nutrition/health spe-
cialist. She is married to Reverend Michael K. 
Harris, Sr., associate minister of Cornerstone 
Baptist Church. They are the parents of three 
children, Brenda, Sloan, and Kellar. 

Congratulations, Maude, on your recognition 
by the ‘‘Daughters of Sunset.’’ Your dedication 
to family, church and community is truly inspir-
ing. May the people of Sikeston continue to be 
blessed with your thoughtful contributions.
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